The Presidentin Linna

FINLAND is caught between two great Powers, Russia and
Germany. Russia's wars against Finland have not been the
miscellaneous wars of a great nation against a small country.
Russia has positive strategic and economic interests in the
Baltic, and Finland stands in her way. Germany has
positive strategic and economic interests of her own in
denying this territory to Russia. Arising from its geography,
Finland is an area of basic conflict between Russia and Ger-
many. This is the tragedy of Finland's position, and this is
the fundamental and the terrible problem Finland faces in
attempting to maintain her independence from Russia and
Germany alike.
Finland lost 67,000 dead and wounded in Russia's
attempt to gain this area in the winter war of 1939-40. She
lost these men in 105 days. She had the violent sympathy of
all the civilized world. Winston Churchill spoke for Eng-
land : " Finland, superb, nay sublime, sublime in the jaws
of peril, Finland shows what free men can do. The service
rendered by Finland to mankind is magnificent. . . . We
cannot tell what the fate of Finland may be, but no more
mournful spectacle could be presented than that this
splendid northern race should be at last worn down and
reduced to servitude worse than death by the dull force of
overwhelming numbers.39 The fate of Finland was to be
bled white. A year later, prostrate, she was attacked
again.
The democracies of the world could give Finland no
aid. That was a blameless fact, realized by all Finns. But
also it was not a solution. Finland's problem was not how to
retain a desirable political front with the democracies.
Finland had always been a leader in that. The hour pre-
sented no matter of policy, or choice, or even of wisdom. It
was a matter of having Finland's ancient and overpowering